





4% The Connemara
pony is remarkably
hardy. and originates
from the wild. empty
part of Ireland lying to
the west of Loughs
Mask and Corrib

INTRODUCTION

indeed, the thinking seems to be that unseen problems can always be relieved when
they come, through the application of science. This, however, is too far from the ideal,
and it is better to anticipate diseases and to avoid them. This is possible if we put lim-
its on intensive systems before they start. In the domesticated kingdom there is always
the opportunity to plan and control, although this is a lesson we seem particularly slow
to recognise. However, failure to do so not only leads to disease, but to standards of
animal welfare that are sometimes unacceptable.

NoTE

Throughout the course of the book it may be considered that there is too much com-
parison between human and horse diseases: there are those who say that no compari-
son is ever justified, and that man is man and the horse is an animal, with no similarities.
But this argument does not fit, because many diseases are very similar, both in the way
they arise and the symptoms that are produced. There are direct comparisons between
the way different body systems work. For instance the lungs of a human athlete and
those of an animal athlete have very similar demands placed on them, and there are huge
anatomical similarities, even if the horse stands on four legs against our two. The func-
tioning of the muscular and skeletal systems is comparable too, even allowing for the
different ways in which stresses lead to injury and lameness. The way in which horses
succumb to and suffer from infectious diseases is similar; and finally the protective mech-
anisms are based on the same principles. That is not to say there are no differences -
but neither is it to say the glass is so fogged that we cannot see the essentials.



